MEN OF POWER
young gallants and by a "blend of swagger and courtly
grace, quickened with touches of poetry, gave a pleasant
veneer to the new code of chivalry." Here, too, Fran-
cis takes the lead, for he has social gifts above the
average and some talent as an actor.
These courts of love sometimes turn into revels far
from innocent Thomas of Celano, the earliest of
the biographers of Francis, says that the parents of
these days, especially in periods of extreme poverty,
often incited their children to vice for the sake of
the few coins that might be thus gained. Francis
is no stranger to the follies of the times. He leads
many an escapade that turns into dissipation. Late
into the night he and his companions keep the town
ringing with their noisy songs and merry-making.
When other mothers tell the gentle Pica of her son's
latest doings, she replies calmly, "What are you think-
ing about? I am very sure that when it pleases God
he will become a good Christian." Although later
biographers of Francis insist that he kept himself un-
spotted from the world, the ones nearest his own day
do not try to gloss over his early profligacy. They
insist that he so tried to excel the other young men of
his age in pranks and prodigalities that he achieved
a sort of celebrity
We see him again about the age of eighteen in his
father's shop. His own popularity has increased busi-
ness for his father, and Francis has learned how to
conduct the store profitably in his father's long ab-